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Reflecting South Africa’s continuing fascination with Shiraz,
the bulk of the wines which performed well in this month’s
non-Bordeaux red blend tasting contained at least some of -
the Rhéne grape.
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y matric year was dominated

by George Orwell's bleak

future vision and, sadly, a
few things have stuck with me. The

you!" which seemed so far-fetched and
vaguely inconceivable back in 1984 is
now almost a reality. One only neads to
spend a few days in the United Kingdom
before you become uncomfortably

aware of the proximity of closed-circuit
cameras watching your every move —
from station or Tube platforms, carparks
and the high street to motorways and
even buses.

Then one winemaker interviewed

raised the point that there are allegations
that Bordeaux actually used to include
the use of Shiraz way back in the dim-
distant past and it's only post World
War 1l that the focus has been on
Cabernets Sauvignon and Franc, Merlot,
Malbec and Petit Verdot. And again,
just chucking in a bit of Shiraz doesn't
necessarily make it a Rhéne blend -
Grenache, Mourvédre, Cinsaut, Carignan,
Viognier, Marsanne and Roussanne are
historically the traditional blending
partners in that region.

Ultimately the purpose of blending is

“Bordeaux actually used to
include the use of Shiraz way
back in the dim-distant past...”

Secondly, Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-
Four formed the subject of the English
Olympiad that same year, along with
Animal Farm — and he gave us another
great line which is often trotted out: “All
animals are equal — but some are more
equal than others!”

The two elements — of observation and
non-equality — can be brought to bear on
the topic of South African non-Bordeaux
blends. While that sounds vaguely like
the kick-off of a quasi-academic treatise,
it's really not meant to be, it's just that
I'm wrestling with the topic. I've found
that it’s a bit like trying to get a firm grip
on a freshly caught fish... difficult and
somewhat slippery! There's the contra-
diction of trying to define a category by
what it’s not: it's nof Bordeaux — but
there is still a helluva lot of crossover
in the use of certain Bordelaise grapes,
notably Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Ca-
bernet Franc, Malbec and Petit Verdot.
And if it contains Shiraz, why not simply
adopt the Rhéne model and call it a
Rhone blend? Well, because Cabernet
isn't part of the Rhéne mix, but it is
frequently used here.

to create a wine which is ‘greater than
the sum of its parts’, to trot out yet
another regularly used and rather tired
wine homily... Yet, it remains a fact that
judicious mixing of various wines from
different grapes can fill gaps, add a new
flavour dimension and generally result in
a product that is bigger and better than
its individual components.

“Shiraz can be a bit of a brick in the
mouth... it needs something else to add
layers and an extra dimension to the
flavours,” said Edmund Terblanche of
La Motte in Franschhoek. Hence the
supplementation of the winery's 4 Star
Shiraz Grenache with 17% Mourvédre.

The man with his hands on the helm
of Helderberg winery Ernie Els, Louis
Strydom, has proved himself adept
at both styles of red blends and has
definite views on the topic, many of
which mirror Terblanche's. “When |
came to the Helderberg and started at
Rust en Vrede, the blend was already
well established — Cabernet, Merlot and
Shiraz — and had been for 30 years!

“To my mind, the bottom line about
the use of Shiraz in a non-Bordeaux

TOP PERFORMERS

cont. overleaf

iaronsberg Full Circle 2007 R185

Broken Stone 2006 (Slaley) R35

uratie Ansela van de Caab 2007 R160

Emineo Liber IIT RG 2007 R245.83
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TOP PERFORMERS

WV The Mentors Canvas 2008 R195

t.a Motte Piermneef
Shiraz Grenache 2007 R319

ﬁmie Els Big Easy 2009 R120
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6im0nde Theodore Eksteen 2008 R190

Blaauwklippen Barouche BBC 27
Wheels of Fortune 2009 R130

knorhoek Pantére 2006 R110

tellenrust Simplicity 2009 R40
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blend is a three-pronged thing — appeal,
longevity and success. Just look at the
two varieties — Cab gives you the tannin
structure and the ageing potential but
Shiraz provides that instant appeal
and accessibility along with warmth
and fullness on the mid-palate.” Rust
en Vrede’s continued success, both
popular and critical, proves the third
point. Coincidentally, Rust en Vrede
was the top non-Bordeaux wine 10
years ago and is still in the top rank
a decade later... providing validity to
Strydom’s viewpoint.

The 2011 edition of the Platter's

“Non-Bordeaux wines sell

of the explosion of wine production in
South Africa over the past decade.

In the accompanying tasting report
it was stated: “The talking point these
days is the Pinotage quotient: should
it be a prerequisite in a Cape blend?
There's even talk of stipulating a
maximum of 70% and & minimum of
30% Pinotage. But there wasn't much
support for this to be found on the day.

Fast forward a decade and that is -
again, sadly — still the case. Patriotism
notwithstanding, the Czpe blend is
something which hasn't gained genuine
traction — either with consumers or

well and achieve good results

more consistently...”

Guide details the following categories
(all the tallies given are 4 Stars or more
unless stated otherwise): Red blends,
Cape Bordeaux (159 wines); Red blends,
other (75); Red blends, other Cabernet-
based (only 4 wines, all 3 Stars or less);
Red blends, Shiraz-based (85); Red
blends, with Pinotage (38). That cursory
recitation — because it is by no means
the total of all red blends made in South
Africa and detailed in the 2011 issue of
the guide — provides an indication that
there is a level of confusion regarding the
category of blends ‘other than Bordeaux’,
as well as a profusion of styles and
blending components.

“Who controls the past controls the
future,” wrote Orwell, so | looked to the
past — and Wine magazine's red blend
tasting in September 2001 specifically.
In those days the tasting panel consisted
of chairman Tony Mossop, Dave Hughes
and Allan Mullins along with (then!)
young-buck winemakers David Finlayson
and Karl Lambour. A total of 115 wines
were reviewed — 85 Bordeaux-style and
30 non-Bordeaux. Interesting to note the
low numbers of non-traditional blends
was just 10 years ago, it's indicative

producers. Experancs nzs shown that
when shopping. consumers zre generally
content with 2 gsnerc Dlend - regardless
of whether it - x, Rhéne,
non-Bordeaux or woz=wer And the
undeniable truth = ©=t consumers love
3 blends in

A broad strosz zm= == o7 the top 19
performers revez =2 == St=llenbosch
producers dom m== w11 of the blends
— four from the = —orsoerz 2r2a and
seven from the esrer —= CerDerg area.
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SAWIS PLANTING
STATISTICS

=95 2009

Shiraz 255 10 006ha
Cinsaut e  2135m
Cabernet Frzme - 958ha

L = 650ha
Mourvedrs -= 373ha
Grenache fr=d ‘0w 170ma
Carignan = 82ha
Sangioves= = 56ha
Tannat " m 52ha
Barberz = 45ha
Zinfands! - 34ha
Tempraniic 20ha






